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The women health 
burden is  way 
beyond the OB-
GYN focus
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5% are related 
to women-

specific 
conditions 

(maternal & 
gynecological)

4% are related 
to conditions 

that affect 
women 

differently (AF, 
colon cancer)

47% are related 
to conditions 

affecting women 
disproportionately 
(e.g. autoimmune)

43% are related 
to conditions 

that affect  men 
and women

 similarly and at the 
same frequency

Breakdown of 
health burden for 

women, by 
condition

Source: adapted from McKinsey report, Closing the 
Women’s Health Gap, Jan 2024
 



The ‘by-defaul t ’  
male body

1 1 %  o f  t h e  
g e n d e r e d  i m a g e s  

o u t s i d e  o f  
u r o g e n i t a l  s e c t i o n s  

i n  a n a t o m y  
t e x t b o o k s  w e r e  o f  

w o m e n



The ‘bik ini  
medicine’
focusing only on 
the areas that 
v is ibly di f fer



THERE ARE B IG 
HOLES IN THE STORY

…PARTIAL MEDICAL 
KNOWLEDGE



Women-
speci f ic 
exper ience as 
a bl ind spot

The 
Le ices ter  

Cough 
Quest ionnai re
19 QoL  i tems ,  

mi s s ing #1 
concern  fo r  

women

Missing science: 
pre-data collec2on



Women voices as 
pat ients  
dismissed

Feeling dismissed stats
22% of women have already felt 

dismissed by a HCP when 
talking about their experience 

or symptoms

Especially conditions 
predominantly affecting women

Fibromyalgia (51%)
Reproductive condition (44%)

Migraines (33%)
Missing science: 
data collection

Source: Patient Trendscoping Study, 10,500 
respondents, 5 countries, 2022



Women data not 
analysed

Missing science: 
data analysis

Source: McKinsey report, Closing the Women’s Health Gap, Jan 2024
 



But also women 
not seen
…
As HCPs

Female s ta f f  
x2  as  l ike ly  to  

fa i l  the  mask- f i t  
tes t



WHERE DO WE GO 
FROM THERE?



22% of women have already felt 
dismissed by a HCP when talking 

about their experience or 
symptoms

Especially conditions 
predominantly affecting women

Fibromyalgia (51%)
Reproductive condition (44%)

Migraines (33%)

More and better  
sex-speci f ic 
data

1 . D a t a  p r e - c o l l e c t i o n

2 . R e p r e s e n t a t i o n  i n  d a t a

3 . A n a l y s i s  w i t h  s e x -
d i s a g g r e g a t e d  d a t a



22% of women have already felt 
dismissed by a HCP when talking 

about their experience or 
symptoms

Especially conditions 
predominantly affecting women

Fibromyalgia (51%)
Reproductive condition (44%)

Migraines (33%)Women 27% 
less  l ike ly  to  

receive CPR in  
publ ic

Simple 
intervent ions 
wi th women-
centr ic design



22% of women have already felt 
dismissed by a HCP when talking 

about their experience or 
symptoms

Especially conditions 
predominantly affecting women

Fibromyalgia (51%)
Reproductive condition (44%)

Migraines (33%)

And everybody 
has a place to 
be part  of  the 
conversat ion



Women’s health is  
about better  

quest ions,  fewer 
bl ind spots ,  and 
better  science



Want to continue the conversation about key trends in 
women’s health? Don’t hesitate to reach out!

Agathe.Acchiardo@thinknext.uk

L i n k e d I n  
Q R  c o d e

S T R A T E G I C  F O R E S I G H T     I N N O V A T I O N     P A T I E N T  E X P E R I E N C E

For the forward-thinkers in health

mailto:Agathe.Acchiardo@thinknext.uk

